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1. Q. Now let's hear about ihe canps.

hy liedd, the comps are orgenized very mch Mle 2 militery orgenisation. I shall
. speak espzeiolly shout my cawp, the Peclora peison, with the secrot mwiber AA-1,
: The beadguarters in Yoscow for 211 prisensr slave labor cumps is nemad GUIAG.
© This le o coctlon of the NVD which mms sl) nricon cumpe.

2, Q. How does GULAG £1b in with KW and XeB?

A. Pechora camp is wnder the GUZMDS, which iz the GULAG section in ckarge of rail-
- road caups. The commaader of GUZLDS wag Gen Fremkel. Thers iz also & seotion
thet tekes care of mine worl, and a section for farm comps. They are all corp-
nected with MVD. For instance, the mmme of ow* camp wus Pechora Prison MVD.
- This ceup sireteher ovt over 436 km from the soutiwestern 2o the northeastern
- end of the Pechorg railroed, from. Kozhva to Vorkute. fHap of Area ie enclosed
with this repbrt;] The camp is sub-divided into wnits, somewhst like regiments.
"The canp commandatit is in the cantral reglon. He wears en VD wniform. His
title ix Speclal Major, MVD. o has tirve or four sseistent cavmandents, 21l
officers of the MVD. Bvery spsistent comandant hes a few diffevent sections -
food mection, an engincer section, dairy fam eectionm, transport sectisn, fine
ance section, food sdction ~- in all, 10 or 12 sections. Every camp ulso has
an MVD guard section. When I was there, the comnandant of ths Pechors was a

Col darvomiteki. The one before him wes Uspensii.
3. Q. Is Qen Irenkol the head of all the northern caps?

A. ¥aj Gen Frenkel. 1o the head of the QUZWDS, which coritrols all vailvoad campss
© " Maj Pert wag head of the transpord goction ab Paohora, o7 Falkenatelin wes
.. hoed oZ four or five soctions. uaj Arfomorof! was heed of the personnel saction.
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e Gorsamist rardy, I proswae, hut AL v orzindaation x!Shin the om.pt

vie That 42, the camp coumander wid his essirtont eonenndants ure urually
rusiery of the Comrunist varty. Iub this is not nluvyr so, The aszadstant

corrandunt, for inutanon, waz o fomw convish, and therefore not able 4o
Join the porty.

1o the hewd of She puurds alto on eX~eisouar?

to, althourh La 1943 wnd Jvh5 scme or-prisoress sorn weed as -uardy,  {ede
evar, they scre not aunplicd #idh firearns, Just stivke. Theso sere enly
vedninal oriscwers, of coursc. Usuuddy the cesp covaander 15 o fres can ,
Lab in 2903 rany convwaders wore former rriscmors. The caip 1 am tadicdog
aboui hud a comnanéant who cas frow findand, who had Leen senbenced Cor
sveh things as speculablon ond hoolipsnisn. Undor thils cossamiond thore
ace’ altferant soclicns, cuch ad Wolkkeeper, e coororist ; e & 22 who
dirocts the prisonors, mord or loas ag a foremaa, Theu thero ic ar ussis-
tend compantant far 2 food, kitchsn and tekiog, a aurse, Gad a 2edfeal
£68%, W vourae, thopo lr tie ruard sectivn with ¢ numker of suwras cqual
to 10. of the nunter of prissners, - S

cut dowe Hhu cuop ituve & gpoecial section: fror tho LW Lhub susucvises the .
clflears of $hy gumpy I atier wacda, 1y bhere « dittis swpervd 3oy section
sent there by vhe party?

Vune Ghere L o cormiwoir dn the eap, aud cvecybody 15 under conbrel of
the eorx iosar. This polibicsl cowrtssar chiecks up on al) the of fleera in
tie canp, Just Mie the politival commivssrs in the army. Ue holds poli..
trenl eoaiapences. liv conbrals the work of the carp. Lvarytady, trowx the
torsugdant on covn, 13 wider the control of the comsissar. Thu corrinsar,
g %o sponk, cousditutes « Little Palitburo, If the conzandant docs semoe
tilng Whica 19 no in wdoping aith Sk party lice, the ¥o.crctaryv .ritca
taak to Fdvcos, wid the commnduat 33 called sack, The eanmisser is a
reppoontative of the relitbhwro in Woscow.

How guashien comet up, puch 50 bullding a raileoad wne how wany wen you
nead 4o o it, is this decided by the chilef of the canp or the commissur?

ib iy decided by the chiel of the canp ond his decivion ic approved by
tne coiunissar.

“o aay rule of reguluzbion has to Yo approved by the commsissar. 1z thab
rinht?

+li, LU 15 devided 4n o conforecnca.
wi tiere tuch jouleusy Lstweon the comeissae and tho comunqont?

Trat wepenied eativaly on the jersonnlilbics, a3 comendant of the earp,
the centundunt was the highest serson, but ms ¢ porby rw tae ke <0y under
tho 2anirol of the cuscicoor. Ucually tho relation awe 2ll vight since
lotn sore Cotnunisty. llowovar, i the courdanae did not like the corman—
want he only had to vardte a lotter tacl to Joscow and the commnndant sould
b recallad,  So, dn the Last vnulysis, the purty scorotory alasys hea tho
lLinad say.

vocs the LW have soerct infomadtz drone the prlsoners?

Yon.

CiRa senyt

I novar could find out,
would ony of the poldtical priconora te used for oush an informont's Job?

o, oxii,y u’p crisinal midouéra would Q@ usod.

.44 you sce any pricorers in the comp who woro forger UKVD man? .

Thy would uaver tel) you thoy hiad teen in tho akVD. -

You nﬁm have rat oo poldiers @i lmvh‘t;‘,oopb? o
; : HDPSO-Q0809A000500840138-4
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e AeB. Thoy never toll you this boeause the mirisencrs  shouldn't Salic -
about such things,
13« «e Do you kmow to whet uwanit the (WD suwards belensn?

Ae Ye#, I knea these poonlo aora veldiers of the grmy and belonred to
the cormadant.

16, e Do you know the numler of the unit?
A. Yoo I don't know.
17« s acre living conditions for crmp nfficials protty goodt

5. Yos. Thoy have evorythine specind for thew, They had very idee
howos ani sood food.

be w. [4d thoy wosr a un!forn?

Ae  Tegs. Evoryone in ausclo liked anliorms vary tiuchs

[
L

+ e Tell ma adbout the omy $wsxelf. st osord of iiving quarters did you
tawa

fe  The encleosuras hold 50 ronowsl ame 2031 built this wavy

Gunrd tower {6 ~uarda

N e liamhing .
Lo
! )
I
H ’3‘1’!\ 1
3
Totlats
}7 ‘ Vo b 'zan Tuard hause
! T
] ; Drtseer | "T’"”"J’- e
Tisoner t Wwilichs | ‘ s
itera [' RerTaska oo __. L_,L!:if% - G’r‘f ,
K /"‘ -~
¥ R . — & ,
& t0 10 r't. .all ""”l‘;’:iﬁw
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20, U, How about the organizatlion of .the camps?

se  Campe are divided into many units, Cur carp had five unites: one in
Pechera, the second in hus<Yu, the third in Xochree, the fowrth in’
vivaya Luaske, and the fifth in Khamovey. 2 unit had eipht to 15 thous-
and loborers. Lvery unit has Lhe same sections as the pain camp,
daopamding on how nany Jots there wre. lostly the heads of thogse
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sootions oo ex-couviets, who 10 gears ams wars frac awd did pas annl
to 3¢ beoit to the blg citfeo. Thoe waiis nre dividsd tnts LGNS of
200 %o, 300 laborors, oach xith a territory of alwus 200 slatig bia
. radlroud.  Aboub 1y40, the politicul apd the wiininul Errlsanent e
soperated, and the forwlgn prisoncrs woce separuted frem Sho iwsiion
prisorers, bub later all were pub topether agsini In 1647, atout 08
wore political prlsonaru.’ iany caco fion Lotvin, idthuenta, and Jolerd
whon tho wne cudod, : - : :

21, . dero rany prlaoncen roeloused frem the cmsps o go te tho aray dwede
tho wap? ' - '

Ao In 29h2 o mobdlisailon wes steried. Unly crdrinal prisoners ceuld o
" to the army, excopt tandits, aal priooners nko had beern convicted of
Gtoaling frow tho Goverament wder a paragraph anacted in 1932, O
courae, evarybtody wanted io go, ’ o

22, (. uhat was tha average uya of the poliideal peisoncra?

e letacen }O and 63, Thare wero -soro wickeqa, uosbly youny. feer LESimdu
: "l Labvia, '

23+ =y Did tho womon Mve and work in the bame camps 58 the meny

Ay 40, thore dure spacisl femals ctepd. In ¢ Cosuls cusp bheid are ebaud
200 woren amd. about 25 to 30 mons  And b, of cowse s heer ave fheee
or four-voron in-every rou's carp to aork ab the balie and dn the b,
chen, Most of the sicuen work at the dulry farm, . '

My e Now old wus Ghe yovogest prisonor?

A The younueat was Uy, Tey zot eany Juts sn the Litchen ov soe biyiang
i that.  Tha younz prisonars ave usuadly criminal, prisonees,  Tha
youngost polidlend privoner dag a wamsn of 18 frow debyia,

N
A
»

e iNd thoy gonerully shoot the sples?

he Usually the death sentence was chamed to 10 years ab iond lubop.

ny
&
L]
~
L ]

iiow, cboub poditleal prisoners, Were they Crm. wld Pt ol Wi fodod
infon? - ) .

~e Yew, but thore wora uure foor the Ukraino, hiito aussia, byolomwsedn
the @ltic states, awl Lros thy ogcuprcion zones far collabaraidiy wibh
Lo Gorwsnge I also et Ghe iusshun prisounrs wlo hog bocn enpbaped 4n
tha Flemloh Yare  ohion they wars Liiasabed by tholr owu troops, thow wcove
sentonucd o' {vo yeors at lud 1abow for heviug beea aicsn peiscnza,

27+ <o 1oro nost of the nelitlenl prlvonges alove nversie Lubelilinoncws

ie  Yo&, nony were profossors, toachery, engineels, or paysiciuig, aud rost
a of thoi vers couvicted ol speoidiy aselnot bhio Soviob Govarmeithem ALl
;;mph.;‘ﬂ/l() ~= or of Paragraph ';'0/ T == accuorie comitar-=ravoluiion v
ileh wewaly unnt that they wove Lig directors mxl hed uade sowe o

toko iu tholr fectory contiel, '

20, . Wndt kiml of shaterenty did oy u.z'x;ets‘h thom for? .

ae I fmaew an old scrvares Lron aursk, end I asked hin‘what he was arrosbed
for. o sald, Wothing at 4dl. I just remacked that I-cldatt think
theso cormupdty forms. wevo' such a «ood ddon. Tha¥'s all. Tha noih

[

thing 1 )aew, 1 wus convicted and seaterced to .10 yoars ay hued Jaboek
. 20 %o Uo you Know'of iany prlsaners wha weis convieted of srgandaing anti-sovlet
rroups? Do jov Laddowe Ghat Lhore exo ony ornendued antlelovist meaups
T An the USSwe ' 4 '
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-0y Gigspl ponsibly in the Cuucutut. lury of the ezkimos +ho vore

callod to Lhe arry in 1942 escapod to the countiryeide, but niost of

ther: woro latér arvebted. ind tliorg vas the Ulruinion rouistance.

" rovecont e bub I know very little aboud thess rauttors.

Dld you owr notico that any of tho prisoners sare from ono amxd the
sare subversive ostunizations, or hud ko cech ather bufore they

. omre dnto camp?  lupociully, of course, 8¢ [ar ar palitiea) prisoners .

tre concernsd?

Noe

- uld you IMnd rany pricescrd o siere arrestad Locaue tloy vere sy-

pathetic «ith Jmerdes or Inglmid?

Y09 ~- pople ko wace convieted wnder Rarazraph Siel, assoclatlon
#ith the bourgooisie = dapecldlly seiters cnd journslists.

0ig yo\i imowr any privoncrs who had bean in ;merdca or angland ag

" diplon:tda of orfficial functiouaries?

flo, bub there were nany Finnish citizens,

hat do'you think was the muin fealing of theso nubsian prisoners
toword the UuSlt Governmont and the Soviet gystomy

#0L1, us I sald yeatorday, in mo country in the world aro thera so

. nany anti-Comunista as in liuesin,

what do you Shink is the totel murvor of prisonora in fusein today?

- I cannot suy cxactly, but T havo heard post of the time that Lhore

vera Leticon 25 and 35 miliion,
low. many prisoners do you feel faiely certain are in the Fostoen srca?

m 1941, thare worg about 200 thousonds Tn 1913, 115 tiousond wore left

- because ‘one part went to the arry. -Anovher part went to the South;

that is, they viere evacuated bocuuso thoy wore shipoullding paopla,

wbout vhat percentage dicd thege yoara?

In 1941, through 194k, abous 50 thousand reople out of 200 Lhousand,
Lost of then died of seurvy and pellamra. .

«hen prigoners died, wao there an investigation?

Yes. Evory prdsoner wag m:nr..:l.ﬁed by & physicion when he diod, to seo
what thc cbuso of doath was, This is standard practico for every
prisoner and overy onfmml that dieg,

D ony prisoners cacape » thit you kmow of'y

Lany tried, but most of tham wore shot by fusrdse iapecially in 1542,
wihent X g worledng: on the river Yechora in the ponal hattalion, any
tried to escape but alost all were killed. It 46 penctically 1npos-
8iblo to rot unady. thout food and elothing, Bhare is aothing one
con do. urtheriora, in the tundra you can nove only alon’ the raile
road and this in guardod vary how . :

Jlowr did they catel thoa?

Thﬁy uoed police ‘dogh. lvory conp bad a polico dog, Lvery group of

- 20 mon was puardsd ly two soldiers and o police-dap.
- B1d you ever see any of tho doa attacking the prisonors?

L R
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Whet wub the ration of food for ywivoners whe did * . work?

¥or prisonors who worked at Qifffcult work thoro v 700/Evars/ of

. bread, 25 rums of oatxual, two rems of sujar, und 1G0 rrwis of
© £38h ~» nostly salt {ish. I somabody worked more thau 3007 of

A,

tew

Ao

§e

Al

Approved For&te

¥l i s

hie quota he got more food. The guaxds got the prisoners up ub

five o'clock in the morning. Breakfast corpintéd of bread, uaup,
end salt fish, in quantitios aoccording to tho ldnd of work you did,
iost prisonors had to cut thout four cuble wetors ol woodg thls
constituted thoir quota. Xf.thoy did more, for instance 125, the
cconomist computed the parcentage and the next day wero food vog
issued in accordance with his peroontano. The prisenors used to
viork 4n growps of 25. to 30 under o fofeman, Thiu foremun showoed
how tho work should bo.dong; e did not work hinwself, but only
supervised. The regular rnoicn of foed changed every year. efoxro
the war it was a littls bettor, then it becwue worse und touards the
end of the var it becomo bottor wgain. ‘tho worker who mode 1008 of
his quota raceived per doy 700 prams of broad 125 gramz of corn or
onte, 120 grans of £ish, 2 gruus of oil, 2 grang of sugar, and (OO
groms of vegatablos, voually turnips. In tho moraing ono gob ) tho
tredd, a litor of soup Iron the corn, and 100 ;:rana ol £ish. In the
ovening you got aoup end vsgetables.

what did you eat for lunch?

{Mughtoﬂ Faople don't cat lumchs In the surmer when % ha days are so
we soratimes did get lunch. Usvally it was ooup nrde of cobbigo
or 'c.umipn.

You montioned dutry farmg., obo gob all the milk wd butter?

In 1943, when this cerp began, they had 120 cowae In tho wintor we hed
vory little milk, ond in the sursmer tho milk vould often turn sour
because of bad traasportation. The milk went to the roilroad for civil-
1on workers -~ for children, moutly. in ftueels if you den't work you
don't cat.

llew long did you work?
In tho wintor we worked eight hours, In the sunuer ve worked 12 hours.
How laxge a porcentage of the vorkors made thelr quata?

T connot t211 you exactly; that dapended. onthe group, Usually about
half made their quota or wemt over. Thils also depended on the lind of
work thay had to do. ©n the rallroad in the wintor it wes very hard to
rake 2004 tecausu tho ground wao frozen. fovod comuandonts uwowslly bricd
to have their workors in ood physical condition oo that thoy could fule
£4311 t hodr quota and tho commandont could wake a gocd showlng.

I the workers wore slek fox u week und could nod rake thoir norm, what
would the guards de? DJd thoy over boot the workers?

the geards nover touched tho vorkers. If you did not want to work, tho
foroman told the head of tho guard unit wben you coma back to the camp
2t night and you wera tnken o tho lsolatdon cclls Thio is & omall

place mudo of wood, with no heut. The food wag two ono-ditor bomls of
soup and some black wead. ALl your cloihes, except undorclothes, wero

takon &vway.

How long did th.oy leeve you in iselationt-

That doponded. or. how Lsng you refused %o work. The comp comandant would
ooms by evory day and ask whothér you had changed your mind. Usually
the longest tima in loolation was 10 days. alter that you were takon

ou:ﬁ intorroguted by an LVD officer, and usually sentenced wador Parugraph

0 to ancther throa years at hard labor for ssbotogel, It was posaible
to receive another sentence while atill serving the £irat one, .Yor ins-
tanca, whils I was @tm Urals, many of my horsep died of hungers

nca,

ot ,%i% ng @@M@'gﬂm‘ﬁm‘“ 2
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Is tha work heavier in the penal uottalfon? } '

.'l‘hc sork 1o harder and tho discipliue s vory ohief.

‘..uﬁ‘t‘mm any physical punisiment or torturc of the “rorkers, exéeprt.

this lcolalion treatment?

20, it wuy forbdldden to touch the priconary., doiiever, this pro!idg-

tion 18 not always enforced and somotises tha Loraman, who is vouully
a cricinel prisoner, bouts hiy Jards if tiwy dontt sunt tho 0 bo vork,
cnce I wug ulnost shot whon I shioved the muard who hed piven r aus

whon L was trying to enter the ca;:.-pl
Liowover, the hood guard knes mo and BNt was prevented,  Thay
did put mo iato 1solation, lowever.

Did thy péiem:or’s tulk much amony tharselves abou the reuson they were
ieprisaned? . :

Ch yus, tihcy tulked about this quite a bit, and about poliiicyl eondd-
tiona. ‘They were all. expeoting Averica to invade liustia,

that did they expact to huppon whon irerice got tlicrae?
They a1l hoped that thoy »ould Yo freed.

Uany of tho prisoucrs were Irierdly tonard the amcricunst

. All of them. You revenbor those 200 Kusslun offlcers who' were ieprisoncd

in dew York bocouse they did not spnt to go back to wuusie? ‘Wo of thase
wiere in iy cosp.- fuoy wern lloutanunts, and toth of them hud teen soie
tonced for 10 yoars, .

low did'thcy happen to set to your conp?

They ware Iren the Vlaggsov arcy wd vere captuced by the isericuns aud
laterncd in Sow York, Finally bthey wero returncd to wuesis, ard two

of ther ended up in Yy canp.

Mt did the educated priczzers hopo fox, ovoutnally® .hat kind of a
oyster. did bhey really want?

Dsmocrecy
Bid thay ever digcuss Jhot kind of Zovernmont was best for avouiay

Yooy they aid thought & demoerutic javernnent could bo casily oatablished
iu Russiu, : .

Do you think that demo\;rucy; as wo know it, cou]::l uwork in tusaia?

Yes, it could Lo werked out » but averyone is oo corrupt and thero are
G0 wany spoculutors thero. It sould L noeeasary 4o teach thom honeuty
{irst. .

alidt did mogt people think of Stalin? Dig thoy blame Stalin j'or the
clrounstancos?

Evorybody blames Stalin, and root of them hope that he will dia,

aho did they hope would macocd Stalin?
I nevor honrd them uay anytling about ihlo, 4Lk

- think that wogt axpoctod’ Zhdanoy, :

Qe llow ubout, Holotov? |
A. o, lblotov 1s Just a 1ittlo pan, -
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60, W, iho ure the moat popular men in luceio?

A. Hobody in the Cemmnist Party, but the £10ld marshals ware very popudar,
" Zhdenov 13 now commander in (Mussn td Mokessovsky in in Uouoasug,
These warshals wore popular because the inusiuus ara a rilltary poopla.

6L, i .olmt-(:roﬁpu in Russio da you think are the ot entl-Soviet?
As  Ukraindiars, Byolorvisiwas, Georgians, end tho saltis peaplo.,
6Re ws Io thﬁr'@. any eabieSoviet Leeling aneng the Cosmunist Party merbora?
a. I think go, bacause the Communist 1ty vochors (o alvays afraid,
63 Qe MHow about the ariy?

he I con't knou, I woyn't in the army, but the army sympathlzes with the
prisonere, tome people from 16Uth Construction Conpany worksing on the
reilroisd in the igmpansk reglon cave to my comp and told us thet the
coldiers used to throw rood packapes wnd cigorettes o tham. That viaw,
of courso, bocause peactically every {anily has a resbar in a mrloon
coitp Bomeviere, and the soldiers never knaw but Lhat thoir father, o
nother, or brother, or oister, wers among the (roup. You see, 4n fingzia
thewe are thros kinda of people: thoso whn wre in pelgsonor canps, those
who have been ir prisoner cwmps, and those wha ape roiuz to Lo in prigonor
canps,

éh; 0. Is any member of the Politburo more popular than others?
Ae Noa
€5. Q. dove Comaunist Farty rembars aver sent to prison carps?

L2 lcany of tiom camc to our camp, and rany of them wont to carps scabtored
oveir the USSK. Howevar, thare are somo camps which are cepecially ror
the wry long term ex-perty mombzrg.,

66. Q. hat wore the ammy officers convictod of%

Ao Lzny of theo were convicted of anti-Soviat mrepaganda, eritizing uny
ugpect of Hussls, and many of 4hew wove convicted of diseipline viclaw
tions. Thoue diseipline violations consisted of ovorstaylag leavo tino
by onio or two daya, which brought on a gentence of 10 years of hard
labor A1 these nilitury convictiona wero woier Parageaph 1933 thus ’
by lookin: at the files, one caa aleays recognize forwop arsy porgsomnal
because thoy aro convicted unuer 2aregraph 193, )

67« fl. b Qig Yyou do after work?

A, In the wintor wo worked from 6 Beifie ¥0 ) potte  WliGn w0 care home wo
cooked supper and went into t_be barracks,

. . bid thoy have clansoa, political lostures, or any othor.recreation?

“s Vory oeldom, 411 groups veut into the borracks. Lach harrasic containg
. Trom four to five groups; that i3, from 100 to 125 people. There werc
no nuttroases or comforts of that kind in the barracks,

69+ Qs low ebout infornation in tho caups ~ did you have any?

A« Yoo, there was a cultucal divectoy in owry cwup who suw to 1% that
novopapers aerived, and had 10 go into. the barrucks wkl read the paper
- to tha pricvners, Ho aldo-hod -to take carn ot' tho lettors which tho
privonesra wrete hana, .. o :
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o Aid those who vere in axecutive positions, such sg tlio Looldweper,
tha doctor, or the votm'inomn, got into thave positions?

A1l prisonces are sent to @ coucction corp when they arrive in Machora

"aml gereened.  If the domend fov a cortadin speoiglist oxistu he iu sent

to Abes ard from there nosigned to the unit that needn hinm,

Are there rore specialists mmoug the foreign prisoners, or aru thewe

+ more among tha Ruasinnsr

There ara more among the Wvesians, It 18 much hurder to obtain spoclalist
ratingu if you ave a foreiguer "lw.n i you zro a Husaian.

2id politica holp you get a apecial Joh?

It vag 8 matior of youwr provious exparicnce, not a matter of politicn..
affiliations or sympathies. -‘fheso wese hardly over rontioned, Gince
overyone mew thot it wade no difforence shat ono oaid uhile ono wos

n the ommp. The cowmmandors asre very much avers that angone would
profecs te *: a Cowmunist if he thonght for a noment thod it would help
hiw get out or the comp., This weo ospacially true im the Pecrora camp, -
vhore thoro wore abont 505 political priuancro, of whon $63, usod to be
profonsional workers, ond whara tho othor 503 conaigted of psople from
col\sctive faxms, who hed stolen or raobbed. Politics siere hardly over
montloned, and specialists got their jobs bocouso of thelr qualifications,
By veduoated paoplo® I mean thoue who could read s newdpaper intellimently,
and vho could talk ubout politics sensibly, These political prisonars,
of couray, had nothing good to oxpect fror the comsandent ox the VD,

{hoy kept very quict and never tvied to talk themaelves into jobs by pro-
fecoing a change of heart,

dhoy did you und nost of the other prisongra think would have happencd if
fwerica had nol oond muterial ald? Do you s$lll think the Soviet Unjon

yiould have won the war?

Yea.

Did most of the prisonors hope that Gorwany would vin the ww?
Winety~tivo percent. You soe, if you looe 10 years of your life, your
only lopo 18 to gob out, Our unly hope of gotting out o whea and i
the Goriang won the wor,

Do pogt of the prinoncrs waut enother war?

Bverybody hopea for one.

/ut would the prisoners do if thioro wore a war Letwean Ruosia znd America?

If Anerdca would wndertako to arm and organize the prisonors in the northern
regions it wowld be rather easy to form an avmy (rom among thawm.,

Bub thodo :lininal prisoncra could not bo organizced inbo an apny, cmad they?

“ith a bottle of vodkn ond a loaf of tread, thoy could all bo pode to ii,ghh
ard vould go to the end of the wor:ld.

‘Buy why didn't any of the prinomwa nutiny?

In 2942 tuwo cempa with about 500 prisoncrs overpoaerad thoir guords, killed
thelr commandont, and cocuped. Bub where could they go? Thoy hed no food,
no.clothing, no fual, After some time a bLicada of guarda enitghit them and
killed thonadd, .

Do you think the guarda or uny of the officlals rael nympatha‘cic tow&ni

- the peisonoes?

Yon, the uuan‘a nomtlr.oa begm to nku the prisonors, but evory mm:kng

. J Gukr DAL SRR W EYA
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o M
Tluu.n b way many oF Whd geerds wspp slaer patnle who )"m.‘f{; TOLY QLT
ik ..he prigonors and wers kind 49 $hun.  The Moungels, and generally
Glhfa youstger goarde, oxy nod so Winds  Fha Mongelo avd She Cawncealens ara
Cthe wornt guakds.  Uhers woks wnay Hongela aud ret oo many Caneasionde

30 fga T.J there puch curiosi by wiithin the countv about what happens in
other countrles?

A. Ido not know since I never taiked to firca civilions, but I think
© that Stelin mode two preat mistakes diwing this war. The {icst one
was to show the hugsians the outji(‘e‘ vorid, and the other one was to
show the outside wordd to the wudslans. :

Do you thinle thet the Governw enb is uuct.u,cxlmr in "hﬂr\’fln« the younger
rtcz-ewiﬂon with its Conmunist properavcs? ‘

&

A, ive youbths gét fine Communish instruchbion bub ave mol vory cnthusiostice
sboub it Lecduse they do nob heve enowgh e sot. licre is an exaople
of the standard of liviag of & free won who was working in bhe northern
roglon near our GouD. HC 4as a i‘crmax' profosger whe had been sentenced

' for bures years end hed decided to stay on in the camp 03 & [ree man

after his so.xtcucc had boon Lindshed.  He wis an ex~Lorrunist and knew

that 3 he rebumed to the repion where lie used to Llve he wonld te
picked up agaln on the sliphhest provocation sud glven another prisen
torre ‘This man earned one thonsand rubles per month, but tecuuse of
the soverurent savings bouds which he was oblized to buy, he uctually
reecived 650, e had to opend at least 205 of nlc pay. on ar ponde.
livery month he hed to spend 75 Tubles for 21 ki of bread, 17 rubles
for 35 ki of uz.e, about 120 rables for .o kg of buttex' 31 rubles

for two kp ol swzar, 250 rubles for seven g of meat, 36 rublen for

10 ke of V(‘P'Guﬂbleg, and 27 rubles for 19 liters of wilk. Thut leavee

hi about 200 rubles . for clothos, roow, end smusement —— aud he Ao shlll

buigeye

32. ‘. whab is 1t that people resent most in Hussia today? The lack of freedom
or the Jow living standards, or what?

b, reoplc do riot worry about thoir freedom, their Uiving standard is all
that counvas.

83, Q. leg the living stondard improved in the last three yeurs?

is Yeo, 1% has gone up. heu it goes up wore, people Wil bcgln to think
about their frecdonm.

ﬁ . Bl. Q. Did you ever hear of tny Hussian listeaing to the dwericsn troadeasts?
h. Lo, none at all,

05. o what lind of PrOgTan do you thiuk the priscncrs would be most interosted
in hearing?

Ao Thay wanb o hoar that they w11l be Iree soon. That is the best thing
you can tedl thome They are most interested in hoaring that they will
be i'ree of Communicn.

36, 9. Do reny of them kiow about America? isro they interested in it?
I, Everytody.

d7e Qa Doapite all tho propagonda sgainst Amerdcs, do the poople shill huve
© canfidence in the capitalistic system?

Ao Xour ovn propmrmada is very bad. I vag uurpriaod to nes thot movie,
nSong of iusala,! becuuse 1t voa a pro-kusglan picture made by ictro-
Goldwyns You gsee, in 1943 the provisions that came to.the camp wera
“Trom Amgrica and we could draging how the people in Ameriea Ldwac whon
they could proawee: such provianons. o

88, Qe Llut all the propa;,and& mugt have some ini'lueme on the unﬁian peop:w.

Ai  No, vhen they rand the navmpmpern Thuy l'eld eve 1uat the oppovitc 01‘
‘ wha; the papers any?

49, . But that 1s only 11 ‘ ple_., is 4k nob?
| NERENT
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Ay Yes, thed io true. Bub 1% is almo bhe veterans, who are very dise
satlsfied with the treatment bhey ave getbing upon becoming civiliamg,
They cannot find. jobs, and thuse that come back disfigured receive no
help or compensation fyor. the CGovernment.

90. Q. Jhat do the veterans think ubaut golng back to the collective fevng?
ahad happens to them if they say: “T don'h want to go back o & col-
lective farm; it is no goodsw

ho If they say such things, there ig raregraph 5610 and they o to
prison for three years for anbi-Soviet egitotion.

9o Qo ilove you any way of knowing the feeling of the eivllian population?

ho I have a veterinary friend who was s party member and who said that
althoush hie liked being a Communist he would rather be a eapivalist :
and zo o America. .

%20 Uo what do you think iz the chief rouGon for the lurgo mmber of prisonceg?

Ao The Government needs a cheap labor supply. Tt vary ofSen happens that
within & certain reglon the kUL chlaf is ordered to supply 2 ceprtaln e
maber of' prisoners for a cortain mwojoct. lle then zoey out ard rokes -
the arrests. For instance , Whon the great constructions wore golng on e
along the Amur and near lake Baikal, people ueed to be taken ot of '
thelr homes at night and transperbed Yo prison camps without Larther
ado after being sentenced for souo Tletitious reason. The Caucasiong
were weually sent do the for Tast amd to gpecial comps in bhe Far jorkh,

93, Q. Did you ever mest any Pits from Germany? 3

Ao Yem, dn 194k wo received two companies of German radlroad workers and
one company of tiuck drivers but they did not Lust vary long becavse
the climate was too gevere, The truck crivers vere used To diive wood
fron the forest to the railroed, This process wus continuerd even afber
the railroad wae findohed tecmuse the rozd-bed keops sinking dauto thoe
tundra.  This constent reinforcement of She vailroad Wwag aceonplished
vithout inderfercnce with the tratflc, Most o’ the reconstirucilon was
done in the sumner,

? Sliv U e ay of the wood shipped to central Rusaia? . :4

Ay Noa The wood was not of wery good quality and wog used ﬂolély 1‘01"
railvoad hullding and fucl, ’

' 95. Wa Did you ever find any Comundiat yéuth organdzations vorking in tho
repair shops along thoe reilroed ag froe nen?

Ly Fo, all bhe people in those shops were o1d people and wigoners.  The
prdsoners hud o do all the wanual lehor, while the free people wore
wsually in adminjetrotive Jous. ' Lo

96, Qe ihat weg the epinion of the prisonces ubout Japon?

As Jdapan was not popular wiong the priconcrs bocanse the liongole, who wore 0
the worst guards, cawme fror. the Far Last and looked 1ika Japuncse, :

97 W ihot was tho opinion about Inpland? wes it more or less popular than
the US among prisoners?

A« brerier was by far the most popular of all. Dub people don't Lalk reueh R
about thoce matters. ihan one Kusslan mecho another 4% 16 usually s
et did you hava to eat today?  How nuch oread did you got yestorday? e
whet aro you polne to cab tonorrois . whera can I get an extra  packapge
of cigarettes?" ate, S o h

30::nnm.;zrn.14 " S i)
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980 W what can you 61l us sboub the citles? Jhat is imporited into mz,
cities, and. ahat is exported, lo uhevc‘i

A well, 3 stars with Vorlata. It 16 built of wooden bLuildings. The

: population consists of many omwoxwinm, meny Rusgian-Gerrans who
escapsd to this placs to work in the nmines, and engineers who came
Lo work on the railroad. keny of the pecrslo ieluding wierans, cana
vecause %ho provisions in the Horth arctic weve considerably betieyr
than the provisions in the south, &nd the r, ol course, thore are the
prisoners, who work in chain-ganss in Vorswda, Hevertheless, Vorluba
is one of the bast cqui.ppad cities of the norbéh. % hs.va spon drawrings
of the theater there, and it is baiter thar. ANy theeters in the
intorior. Also, the focd for the priscaors is betbor, bLecuuse bhoy
work in the mines. 411 producis from uhc. m-::'" 1:..411.1 in thic area
go to Vorkuta, .

99. (o aes thore ever an crganization formed amons Lhe privoners, such as an
anti-raselst group, or corething sinilar?

Ao There vns no time for such piaye  The onlsy dhing that the !)(' sonera ave
Y
saupp osed to do is HOZ'k, W()I‘k, WOrKe

1C0, Q. Did you over hear abeut the conditlon in Pi¥ campa?

ho Ves, ry brother vas a Pil, and it geews theb conditions in the PV nampe
viers much better then in the itwssian slave labor sawps.

101 Q. &re there any big warchouvses in Vorkuta?
Ao No% that I have heard of . I rathex doubt that such bhings exist thore.
102, Qo To come back on the FWY camps, did you ever hear of any Pi's being sent

back to Cermany, after they had been thoroughly indoctrinated in their
carps in- Kussis?

Ao T am uleaid that I do not imow aboubd such things.

103. Qo uhat ather iwportant citles are there?

Ao The only other city of importance was. hbez, vwhere all provisions for
the prisoncrs ere wexrchoused. All these citles are of one-story
budldlings. .

& 10ke Q. Could you tell we about any new towns established in this northern :
region? S

ho  Sinee 1939 no lar e new toimo tave been established. Vorkute is the
lorgest and newest towm, and 1t was completed eroundt 1930, ‘Yhere are SR
:Lnnmr.crablo Esldumo villages alony the river, ewch conuisting of approxi- '
rnately 30 to L0 houses with about 200 pcoplc in each towm. These
belklwos live nainly by hunting and animal dreeding. There axre aluvo song
villages along the Pechora river, compoasd of people who had bean axiled
from Kugseia about 1930,

\10*5@ Wa Are the collective fawms aid the villages sepurate cncjticm

Ae Yo8, they ave soparato, bub have very geod relatiens with each otier,
© There wure no bud feelings hetwean the Lskino villages and collective
farma,

‘

106, 4. Is there any private farming ¢oing on up thore? Is thora any evidence , "
' of hozmling? : _ : : i ¥

“Aa Nos  Of course, norme people wero ovacuatad to this area in 194} and
19LS, buk uhe duter returned: to their homes and other parts of Russlas
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107, G what Je the ratic between bhe ren and the women on these collsetive
farms? .

T A That differs. Durdng the war thero vere usually more women on tle
faris vecavse the wen had pone indo the army. Il is wy experienco
in Hussia that vomen do rore work, and work harder, than nen, espetis
ally on tho collective foxms.. wouen take carve of the catdle s Bow the
erops, and reap whe harvast. women do everything; they even go into

~ the forest and cut woed, '

103, 4, Do the Wussieans who live in these weas look dovm on the Eslinoa? o
they cver waryy iskimog?

A+ They do nob intermarzy, but they do not loock down on bhe Lskimos.,
W%, U were there mny signs of anbi-Semitism in this arca?

ho o, there are hurdly -any Jews,

g,

110, 4. whet orops are raised on the colloctive farws?
As Turnips, posatoes, wheat, and tarley.
1ile C. <ias enough foud raised in that reglon for the populatien?

Ao Ho, concentrabes for the cadtle and vegetables lar the neople are
importeds  The Eskimos live mainly on vaw fhah, zaw ioiudee: o,
end turnips. Fishing in this area is very good, and I wouldnit bs
surprized L after some copital investment 34 would turn inbo one of
the hijgnest {ish-producing states of the Soviet Union.

@

112, 0. How many people live in this whole Koml ASSRS
4w iboub 800 thovoand Eekimos and o million and o hall prigonors,
113. 4« How mony people are there in Verkuta?

Ao About (O thovsamd. 7n 1S4 they breught many Germans tyvon the Yolga,
especlally to the Lorest. Conditions were territle. Others cece
fran the occupation sone because in the winder night the work was
botter than in Russiz. -The 2298 sation was larger and the poople ‘
had rove chance, ospacially the railvoad workers. in cunglacer carned
o or three tines. more money.

.

Llhe  Gw Did you bave any insech problen for humang?

se Yoo.  ldce aud rosquitoes were plouty. iosquitocs vere azpecially bad
from 15 ey bo 15 July.

118, w. How did you fight mosquitoes?
ho we Just wore nausks and glovea.

16e Qs Nover a spray or anything 2lke that?
Ae o, never, ‘

117 de Did the liussians attempt to atop mosquite heeeding by 0il, ete.?

ie Moo I didn't seo uhyt;hing of that kinds Aftor o rain we slseys hod
more mosqulioes., ) o . :

1284 U Did they provide the priconera with warm clothos?

Aa.The prison 1ife was very bad, 191,«1; 942, and 1943, wo got 0ld
clothes from the army. Hany of She viorkars wauh out mad Drose Lheir
faat, 07 X0 theusaud prisvnars, wa lost 50 thaonsand, :
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Jhat 1o tho boot clothing to woar in tho .rinter? '
Folt boots uro vitally necougary.

vy not leathor?

Ioatm:i ia’ h,ot good. 1%. lots the hurddity throush. Tie bast trouserz

are made frow cotton. I recomrend watsrproof cotton cloth which wewld
not let wvater tlmough, like tho onos I have sedén American goldiors weaw,

"Tho lwussiann uoed votion botwoen 1inen cloth, I do not recomrend sseks,

tut linon material that you wrap around your feet und leze over which
tho £alt boots ure dravm. For xore insulation you gad the boots with
pepor. lPeerckin, full.length boota with Lur on the outside arc used’

by the Kol natives -. those aren't good for verking. They sre wry

varm and best uaod uhen traveling, but thoy don't weesr as wel).
ahat kind ol a hat do you wear?
Fur cops are ocooutial,.

hnd your cloves?

«¢ nevar had pood gloves. Tur or wool skin of olbow~length woro used.
Thoe fingers viere all bolvcthm'.

tlow dia you protect your faco?

Yor the fuce, nmsks are not good bacauze t-he slddn 1< not adjusted to the
cold ' and is sublect to L‘rotrt.bite. I Like pood woolen gearfs bost to prow
toot the faco,

How would you breatho?

Tho Komi teught m2 %o breathe throuph the noso only, wnd occm.’mnally
puff aut my sheeks. «hy, I don't knowe

«hat Itind of outer coatz do you recommend?

leng avercoato ure not good; thoy hindor moverent through the onaw,
Stiort. jacketo ave prefaravls.

uwhut pleco of clothing is moat ioportunt in the ounmer?

«aterprool heoots,

Fou nean rutber bootn?

No; waterproot loathor. Hip-length bootez are mast important in the
ourmor.  Loothor booty wew bottor for norching ond don't £i11 up with
vater 1ike rubbor boots do. The nexts irportont itans are a roaquite
wogk und saterprool gloven.

Yo you have any drinking smbor problom?

Ho. %he lwst wator I aver drank was Ixon the rivor.

Ay dysontory?

‘Yos, quita 4 bAt. laay poople dicd Orox thie, I recosmend Yoiling

water for deinidng, olthouzh X didn't do so, The bosaeu rm;u;u'a tho
uu2 of bollod wutexr for the prisoners.

How do -you et water in tha wintox-? .
llack a hole probably 30-60 cm doep, or also use tha snow. '
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